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1. Mastery of subject matter.  Graduate education facilitates mastery 
over the content and skills of the discipline at a level appropriate to the 
6  
degree sought. 
2. Critical thinking.  Graduate education develops and refines critical 
thinking skills including a thorough knowledge of the assumptions of the 
discipline and an understanding of viable alternative assumptions.  
3. Theoretical understanding.  Graduate education provides an 
understanding of the theoretical bases of the field of study by grounding 
application and performance in theory.  
4. Proficiency in research and/or creative activities.  Graduate 
education develops proficiencies that advance the knowledge and 
activities of the discipline.  These proficiencies include good writing skills 
as well as the ability to present original insights and creative expressions.  
5. Service orientation.  Graduate education instills responsibility to return 
the special benefits of graduate study to the larger community.  
6. Diverse representation of perspectives.  Graduate education provides 
for intellectually and culturally rich encounters within the discipline.  
Study and inquiry are conducted in a context sensitive to ethnic and 












































































































































































































































































Agreement to Participate in Research  
  
Responsible Investigator(s): Joshua Pendleton, graduate student at San Jose State University 
 
Title of Study: Program Directors’ Perceptions of Quality in NATA-Accredited Post-Professional 
Athletic Training Education Programs 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
1. You have been asked to participate in a research study investigating program directors’ 
perceptions of the NATA’s 2002 Standards and Guidelines for Post-certification Graduate Athletic 
Training Education Programs. 
 
2. You will be asked to discuss at length your perceptions of the structure of the NATA’s 
standards and guidelines, as well as discuss the current state and future of graduate athletic 
training education. 
  
3. Emotional discomfort is a potential risk while participating in this study.  Emotional discomfort 
may occur while talking about the problems or hurdles of establishing and maintaining an 
accredited post-professional athletic training education program (PPATEP).  
 
4. This study will help to shed light on the nature of PPATEPs and the struggles that program 
directors face while running them.  This self-reflection will benefit the NATA, program directors, 
educators wishing to establish an accredited PPATEP, and students wishing to attend an 
accredited PPATEP.  
 
5. Although the results of this study may be published, no information that could identify you will 
be included.  Pseudonyms will be used for all participants to guarantee anonymity.  
  
6. There is no compensation for participating in this study 
  
7. Questions about this research may be addressed to:  
Joshua Pendleton 
 (714) 335-3433  
jpendleton83@gmail.com 
 
Complaints about the research may be presented to: 





Questions about a research subjects’ rights, or research-related injury may be presented to 
Pamela Stacks, Ph.D., Associate Vice President, Graduate Studies and Research 
(408) 924-2427.  
  
8. No service of any kind, to which you are otherwise entitled, will be lost or jeopardized if you 
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choose not to participate in this study.  
  
 
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
 
9. Your consent is being given voluntarily. You may refuse to participate in the entire study or in 
any part of the study.  You have the right to not answer questions you do not wish to answer.  If 
you decide to participate in the study, you are free to withdraw at any time without any negative 
effect on your relations with San Jose State University.  
 
10. At the time that you sign this consent form, you will receive a copy of it for your records, 
signed and dated by the investigator.   
  
 The signature of a subject on this document indicates agreement to participate in the 
study.  
  
 The signature of a researcher on this document indicates agreement to include the 
above named subject in  
the research and attestation that the subject has been fully informed of his or her rights.  
  
___________________________________    _______________  
Participant’s Signature                                       Date  
  
___________________________________    _______________  
Investigator’s Signature                                     Date  
  
     
